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January 13, 1962 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY 


The CINCPAC have been recently stepping up 
military estimates of the FAR capabilities, and so 
has NIE since December 27. 

I want to record that we have taken no action 
in Geneva or in discussions regarding a government 
of national union based on the strength or weakness 
of the FAR. I mention this as, in connection. with 
these reappraisals, there seems to be an implication 
that we are now in a better position to negotiate a 
settlement in Laos because of this change. This is 
not the case. Insofar as military strength has 
influenced negotiations, it is the threat of possible 
U.S. military intervention with or without SEATO. 

Other facts, however, have had a substantial influence. 


W. Averell Harriman 


Copies to: 

G - Mr. Johnson 

White House - General Taylor 
Mr . Bundy 
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